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Re: Support of the NOSB's drafi pasture guidance document

Dizar NOSE Moembers,

I am writing to oxpress full support for the NOSE’s draft guidance document regarding pasture requirements for the
National Organic Program. | bave the expectation that the USDA vrganic scal roprosonts the true meaning of “organic™
which includes pasturing of animals as required by the National Organic Program Standards.

I request that the NOSB approve the draft pasture guidance document as written including: “Ruminant livestock
shall graze pasture during the months of the year when pasture can provide edible forage. The Organic Svstem Plan shall
ferve the gool of providing grazed feed greater than 30% dry matter intake on o daily basis during the prowing season but
RoT fess Hian 120 days. The Organic System Plan shall include u limeling showing bow the producer will saiisfy the goal
fo mrcimize e pasture component of total feed vsed in the fanm system ™

Lack of enforcement, on some operations, of the current Rule reguirement for the pasturing of ruminants, including
lactating dairy cows, has led to the necessity for the inclusion of the above numerical standards in the puidance document.
Without slear. definitive wording, the intent of the Rule, with regards to pasture, will continug to bo disrepardod by some.
This wording gives cortifiers an explict mummuen amount of grazing intake and minimm allowable grazing scason that
will serve uy a chear-cul Wisyer/vuide in their certification PTOCESS.

I firmly behove requiring significant pasturc intake for mminanis, as this document promotes, represents a sustainable
agnicuttural svstom. providing multiple benefits o the animals, cnvironment and the consumers of organic products.
Providimg cows with access o pasture assures that orgame principles arc being met, with an interrclated system between
the animals and the land, working from the soil up to promote an interdepondent community. Paswire provides benefits to
cows that include improved foot and leg stremgth, reduced breeding problems, Jess stress, lower culling rates, and
enhanced immunity, Ruminants with access 1o pasture help onsure an organic production system that provides Irving
conditions that allow amimals (0 satisfy their gatucal behavior pattoms, provides the animals with preventative health carc
benefits, and improves humane animal carc and thoir welfare.

These benefits are passed down 10 consumers through more nutritious milk, A recont study conducted by the Danish
Institute of Agricultural Rescarch tosied mitk from cows farmed organically and found that 1t was 50% higher in Vitamin
E. 75% higher in beta carotene and higher in omega 3 cssential fatty acids than conventional milk, This study tied these
qualities to orpanic cows having room to graze and a diet high in fresh grass and clover, and forage

Allowing cows to go to their feed rather than bringing feed to the cows substastially reduces the use of non-renewable
resources and machmery required for food transportation and ecological manure recveling. Responsible active
management of guality pasturc is an cxcellent way to improve soil quality. Careful management of pasture ensores
maximum utilization and capture of solar encrgy, the basts of growing food,

I support the NOSB pasturc goidance document and thank yvou for including clear, definitive mmimums. The standards for
organic farms and Food markoted under the USDA organic scal must not be compromased.
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